
Francklin Bible 
 

This large folio  Bible, 

originally printed in 1717, 

while George III was king, is of 

great historical interest to the 

Parish of St. John‟s Anglican 

Church, Lunenburg and to the 

entire Province of Nova Scotia.  

It was first presented to the 

Reverend Robert Vincent, the 

second missionary of St. John‟s Church, by the Society for the 

Propagation of the Gospel and used at St. John‟s, for the scripture lessons.  

Vincent also served as the town‟s school master. The Rev‟d Robert 

Vincent was in Lunenburg from 1761 - 1765, where he died from „a chill. 

Financial difficulties led his widow to sell the Bible in July 1766 to the 

Honourable Michael Francklin (1732-82), Lieutenant Governor of Nova 

Scotia(1766-1772).   

Dr. Marie Elwood, Chief Curator of History of the Nova Scotia Museum 

from 1973 to 1992, speaking of the Bible, says that John Baskett was the 

Printer to the King, based at Oxford University.  His bibles were hand 

typeset and at times contained mistakes that led his detractors to dub them 

a: “A Basketful of errors.” This particular bible has a mistake in the 

Gospel of Luke, chapter 20, where instead of Jesus sending the disciples 

into the „Vineyard,‟ they are sent into the „Vinegar.‟  Hence this bible is at 

times called the “Vinegar Bible.”   

The Bible was purchased by St. John‟s, with financial assistance from the  

Province of Nova Scotia, from Dr. Richard Luckett, Chief Librarian of the 

historic Pepys Library of Magdalene College, Cambridge, England. Dr. 

Luckett says, “I am delighted that this bible will be repatriated to historic 

St. John‟s Church Lunenburg, NS, from where we have its first 

beginnings.”   
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The Bible will be presented to 

the congregation of St. John‟s 

Church, Lunenburg, at a spe-

cial ceremony on June 8th, at 

10:30am, which marks the 255 

anniversary of the founding of 

the Town of Lunenburg and 

St. John‟s Church.  

A word of gratitude to the 

Honourable Michael Baker, 

QC, for his assistance in pur-

chasing this bible with the 

Province of Nova Scotia. 

The bible is large, measuring some 20½ in by 13½, and was not 

intended to be a family bible, but rather was meant to be read in a 

church, at the Lectern.  The Title Page of the Bible reads:   

 

“The Holy Bible, 

containing 

Old Testament and the New; 

Newly Translated out of the  

ORIGINAL TONGUES 

And with the former TRANSLATIONS 

Diligently Compared and Revifed. 

By His Majesty‟s Special Command. 

Appointed to be Read in CHURCHES.  

Oxford. 

Printed by John Baskett, Printer  

to the King‟s most Excellent Majesty 

for Great Britain; and to the University. MDCCXVII.”  

 

The Bible is bound in dark green leather, embossed with the arms 

of George III and retains its fully gilt spine and raised bands.  The 

British Library in London has a similar copy. 

Of historical signifiance are the end-papers of the bible, written in  

The Honourable Michael Francklin‟s own handwriting, giving an 

account of his ancestry in Devonshire, then his marriage to 

Susannah Boutineau of Boston in 1762 and their subsequent chil-

dren.  Much of this pedigree is set out by the Honourable Michael 

Francklin.  It is continued until the 1850's, in a later hand. 

The Bible stand is being donated by Prof. Walter and Mrs. Elaine 

Ostrom, in memory of the late Ezra Morell, who was a carpenter-

restorer with a great interest in the Restoration of St. John‟s 

Church. 
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Parishioner and choir member, Bev. Ware has written about this historic Bible in the Chronicle Herald. 

You can find her article on-line at http://www.thechronicleherald.ca/NovaScotia/1056189.html . 

You can also visit www.southshorenow.ca for an article on the Bible written by Robert Hirtle in the 

Progress Enterprise. 

Read more about the Vinegar Bible 
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255th Patronal Feast  
of St. John 

 
Sunday, June 8th 2008 

 
 

10:30 am Choral Holy Eucharist 
 
with repatriation of the 1717 “Vinegar 
Bible” 
 
The Rt. Rev. Sue Moxley, Presider 
The Rev’d Dr. Jody Clarke, Preacher 
The Honourable Mayann E Frances, 
Lieut. Governor of NS, in attendance 

 

7:00 pm Choral Evensong 
with Parishes of the Lunenburg Region 
 
Praise Music begins 6:30 pm 
 
Unveiling of new Crypt floor Plaque 
with names of persons buried beneath 
St. John’s Church. 
 
Join Anglicans throughout Lunenburg 
County, as we celebrate the 255th 
Anniversary of the founding of St. 
John’s Church and the great missionary 
efforts to spread the Gospel and to 
build-up the Church throughout 
Lunenburg County. 
 
A PowerPoint presentation will offer 
the history of the founding of parishes 
throughout Lunenburg County. 
 

Everyone is welcome. 
A reception will follow. 



Our Vision of a Parish Visitation has become a reality! From April 27 through May 11, neighbours 

visited neighbours, and shared their thoughts and suggestions related to our Parish Vision. We send a 

sincere THANK YOU and WELL DONE, to our 39 visitors who stepped forward to reconnect with our 

Parish family. In areas where we did not have volunteers, or if folks were away, or are summer 

parishioners, we mailed our Visitation Package. There were 357 visits and 80 packages mailed. 

The Steering Committee is thrilled with your response. We look forward to updating our Mailing list 

and collating the Survey into a useful report. We plan to complete this report and an action plan for the 

various ministries at St John‟s by September. Parishioners will be updated in the Fall newsletter. If you 

have not passed your forms in yet, please drop them off at the Parish Office or in Church by June15. 

Thank you. 

If you are aware of anyone we may have missed, please call Heather Eisenhauer (634-4713) or Mary 

Wagner in the Parish Office (634-4994). 

Once again, we thank our visitors and especially EACH OF YOU for responding with comments and 

suggestions that will enhance our life as a family at St. John‟s. 

Heather Eisenhauer 

Team Leader of Parish Visitation Program 
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Universal Portrait Studios are presently telephoning parishioners and making 

appointments for our Photo Directory. Pictures will be taken in the Parish 

Hall during the last week of June. If you haven‟t been called for an appoint-

ment, please contact Sandy MacDonald (634-4657). 

  

Remember, if you have your picture taken (and it doesn‟t cost anything, 

unless you buy prints), you will receive a FREE Parish Photo Directory.  



A note from Barbara ….. 

 

On Saturday evening, April 26, St. John‟s hosted the world premiere of 

Scott Macmillan‟s Within Sight of Shore. The music was a vivid 

portrayal of events leading up to the sinking of the HMCS Esquimalt at 

the end of World War II and a personal reflection for Scott Macmillan as 

his dad was the Commanding Officer. The ship had been in refit in 

Lunenburg for the month previous to being torpedoed by a German U-

boat off the coast of Sambro. One of our 

choir members Eric Whynacht was a young 

lad at the time and remembers visiting the ship at that time. Within a few 

short weeks after leaving Lunenburg harbor the ship went down in the 

early hours of April 15, 1945, with 71 men aboard - 44 were lost. The 

survivors endured 6 hours in the frigid waters of the North Atlantic before 

being rescued. Our chimer Peter Allen began the piece with a haunting 

musical reference to „Lili Marlene‟, then followed the „hit‟, confusion and 

rescue and finally a strong affirmation of faith. 

On Sunday, May 11 we were privileged to welcome the National Youth 

Choir of Canada. These forty young singers come from every region of 

Canada and are among our country‟s finest young choristers. What a 

moving experience it was to hear choral music at such a level of 

expression. Many members of our congregation hosted students in their 

homes and this assistance was most appreciated. 

With St. John‟s 255th anniversary just around the corner all of us involved 

in the music program are looking forward to sharing this grand celebration 

with all of you. 
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Barbara Butler 

Director of Music 

Letters to the Editor 

It was a somewhat empty  

mail bag for this 

newsletter! Never mind, 

this is a new concept for 

us and I am sure as we 

become more familiar 

and comfortable with it 

we will become more 

vocal! 

Send your letters to the 

Parish Office for the next 

newsletter.  

 

 

If you have any articles, 

p o e m s ,  s t o r i e s , 

comments or information 

that you would like to 

share with the parish 

family, please do so. 

 

A SHORT HISTORY OF MEDICINE: 

"Doctor, I have an ear ache." 

2000 BC - "Here, eat this root." 

1000 BC - "That root is heathen, say this 

prayer." 

1850 AD - "That prayer is superstition, drink 

this potion." 

1940 AD - "That potion is snake oil, swallow 

this pill." 

1985 AD - "That pill is ineffective, take this 

antibiotic." 

2000 AD - "That antibiotic is artificial. Here, 

eat this root!" 

Joke 
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More Local Music  
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Musique Royale  
 
Musique Royale is pleased to present the Chris Norman Ensemble on 

Friday, June 6 at 7:30 pm at St. Stephen‟s Anglican Church in Chester. 

 The Chris Norman Ensemble brings to life the energetic traditional 

dance music of Maritime Canada, Scotland, & Ireland with an emphasis 

on exploring points of contact with the music's roots in 16th-19th 

century Europe. The Ensemble's programs combine originality, 

intelligence, fun, and sheer mastery that have won them respect from 

audiences, presenters, and colleagues alike in North America, Europe 

and Asia. 

 At the heart of the group is Chris Norman, whose brilliant and 

imaginative flute playing has contributed to groups as diverse as the The 

Baltimore Consort, Skyedance, Helicon, Chatham Baroque, Concerto 

Caledonia, as well as Hollywood soundtracks (Titanic, Stone of 

Destiny) and seven solo recordings. His influential work as a performer, 

composer, recording artist, educator, and director of the Boxwood 

Festival & Workshop has played a significant role in reviving the flute 

in traditional Scottish and Canadian music. 

 The Ensemble's extraordinary range runs the gamut from dynamic 

performances headlining international folk festivals to programs for 

some of North America's most prestigious chamber and early music 

societies and universities. With flutes, pipes, guitar, mandolin, mandola, 

harmonium, bass, percussion, drums & vocals, the Ensemble reaches 

across five centuries of traditional, renaissance and baroque music with 

a range of energetic programs. Education and public service is at the 

core of the group's values, and they regularly incorporate workshops, 

school programs, and community outreach into their tours. 

 Tickets are $15; Information: 634-9994 

Because of generous sponsorships that support Musique Royale, all 

proceeds from ticket sales from this event will go to support St. 

Stephen‟s Parish Community Centre. 

 The ensemble will have a busy weekend with a Musique Royale 

barbecue on Saturday evening, June 7 (Cecilia‟s Retreat).  They are also 

taking an active part in St. John‟s Anglican Church‟s 255th anniversary 

Choral Eucharist, on Sunday morning June 8, at 10:30 am. 

Sunday School Closing— The event was held on May 11th, fol-

lowed by a pot luck in the parish hall for the parish, Sunday School and 

children completing the Life in the Eucharist Program.   A special word 

of thanks to Jane Lordly, Jennifer Green-Heisler and Emily Pottie. 



Congratulations are extended to Allison Knickle, an active 17 year-old at St. John‟s and grade 12 

student at New Germany High School.  Allison has recently been awarded the Chancellor‟s Scholarship, 

a prestigious scholarship from Dalhousie University valued at $37,000.   

In his letter to Allison, informing her of her scholarship, Dalhousie President, Dr. Tom Traves cited not 

only her academic excellence, but also her involvement in the life of the church and 

community.  Allison, confirmed in 2006, takes an active role in the parish as an altar server, lector and 

youth representative on Parish Council.  She has made the Diocesan Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) 

weekend and has volunteered with Habitat for Humanity.  Allison has been a summer tour guide for the 

past two summers and returns this summer as our Senior Guide.  Way to go, Allison! 
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St. John’s Summer Tour Program 
16,000 visitors expected this year 

The success of our annual summer tour program is due in no small part to our team of knowledgeable 

and enthusiastic student tour guides. We are very fortunate to have guides who are  well versed in 

history and languages. We have young persons who are fluent in English, French and German. 

  

Coming back for her third year is Allison Knickle who will be Senior Guide. She will enter 

Dalhousie in the Pre-Med Programme with a full scholarship. She is a member of the parish 

and serves on Parish Council. 

  

Ann Pottie, a teacher in the Parish Sunday School, is completing her first year in a BSC 

Programme at Memorial University of Newfoundland. 

  

Benjamin Carver has just graduated from Dalhousie with a BA in History and French. He 

attended Laval University in their French Immersion Programme. He will attend McGill 

University Law School in the Fall of 2008. 

  

Janine Bressmer has just completed her second year at Parkview Education Centre in the 

International Baccalaureate Programme. She is fluent in German (her mother tongue), 

English and French. 

 

The Church will be open to visitors in May, June, July and August with the guides on duty. In 

September and October parishioner guides will be able to open the church to visitors. 

James Aulenback, our honorary organist, will play our Casavant Organ in July, August and September 

for an hour each afternoon. The chimes in the tower will also be played during the height of the summer 

season. 

 St. John's is one of the most visited locations in Lunenburg and gives the parish an opportunity to show 

one of Canada's most important National Historic Sites. 
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At the Opening Session of the 141st Session of the Diocesan Synod 

of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, held at the Cathedral 

Church of All Saints, Halifax, N.S., on Friday, May 23, 2008, con-

vened for the purpose of electing a Suffragan Bishop, Archdeacon 

Ronald W. Cutler was elected on the 3rd Ballot.  

 

 

St. Johnõs Anglican Church 

81 Cumberland Street 

PO Box 238 

Lunenburg, Nova Scotia 

Canada B0J 2C0 

ST .  J O HN ’S  AN G L I C AN  C H UR C H  

Phone: 902 634 4994 

Fax: 902 634 4231 

 

Email: stjohnslunenburg@eastlink.ca 

Suffragan Bishop Elect Ron Cutler 

Archdeacon Ron Cutler in the Cathedral 

casting his ballot  

We are looking for an editor for the newsletter and a webmaster. If you are interested 

in supporting the parish in either of these roles please contact the Parish Office at  

(902) 634-4994. 

Communication Ministry 

Heritage     Faith    Vision 

weôre on the web 

www.stjohnslunenburg.org 


